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This third act of Shaw's "tragedy," as he calls it, is by no
means the end of the play; as with Thomas Hardy's endless
dramas, the curtain may never be rung down. One might
imagine that Shaw, the Socialist, required the patience of a Job
and the self-repress ion of a stoic to enable him to restrain his
anger over the diversion of the rewards of his talent from his
own to the pockets of Capitalist publishers, free of all obliga-
tion to the author. But he accepts his fate with breezy
philosophy.

" I may say," he wrote to Harper and Brothers (who had
published his Cashel Byron's Profession} in November, 1899,
" that I entirely disagree with the ideas of twenty years ago
as to the ' piratical ' nature of American republications of non-
copyright books. Unlike most authors, I am enough of an
economist to know that unless an American publisher acquires
copyright he can no more make a profit at my expense than
he can at Shakspere's by republishing Hamlet. The English
nation, when taxed for the support of the author by a price
which includes author's royalties, whilst the American nation
escapes that burden, may have a grievance against the Amer-
ican nation, but that is a very different thing from a grievance
of the author against the American publisher." *

" Suffice it to say here that there can be no doubt now that
the novels so long left for dead in the forlorn-hope magazines
of the eighties have arisen and begun to propagate themselves

Co.)> which contains the above-quoted remark. In the autumn of 1901,
Grant Richards, at the time the English publisher of almost all of Mr.
Shaw's works, also brought out a revised edition of Cashel Byron's Profes-
sion, In the autumn of 1904 The Irrational Knot was for the flrst time
published in book form by Archibald Constable and Co., Mr. Shaw's Eng-
lish publishers at present. In 1905 The Irrational Knot was published in
America by Brentanos.

* On publishing his Oashel Byron's Profession, Harper and Brothers sent
Mr. Shaw ten pounds in recognition of his moral right as an author to
share any profits the book might yield. There were then no international
copyright laws in force, and the works of foreign authors were not pro-
tected in America. When Mr. Shaw learned that this same book had been
republished by another American house, he sent back to Harper and
Brothers the ten pounds, with thanks for its use, explaining that since
the book had been republished by another firm, even his moral claim to
recognition by the original American publishers had lapsed. ncrwr ptijb*
